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$4.8 million settles abuse complaint against former Omak
Jesuits

The Society of Jesus, Oregon Province, and 16 claimants who attended St.
Mary's Mission and School near Omak on the Colville Indian Reservation
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Geology announced Jan. 3 they had reached a settlement.

Subscribe The settlement for $4.8 million concerns allegations of abuse by a Jesuit priest

Events Calendar and a Jesuit brother in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

Archives — The terms of the settlement include the money to be shared among the
Search |Go || claimants, as well as a personal commitment by the Provincial of the Oregon
Google Province to raise at least $200,000 over the next year for a homeless shelter or

~OUgIE homeless services in the Omak area.

Special Publications "l am profoundly sorry for the pain and suffering of these people, and for the
InfoBook 2007 violation of trust which they have felt," said the Very Rev. John D. Whitney S.J.,
‘Q’:ﬁé‘;’;\mus Provincial Superior of the Oregon Province.

Vacationland "It was at the invitation of the Native communities that Jesuits first came to
Fishrapper 2007 the Northwest, and we hold that as a sacred calling," he said. “"We are deeply

Sports apologetic for the ways in which we have not fully realized the grace of this
‘é‘,’qif(‘js'” sports invitation. We hope that this settlement can be the beginning of a healing process
Winter by which these survivors and the whole community can become stronger and
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more at peace."

"We are very pleased that this settlement was reached without the long and
grueling battle in the courts welve seen in too many other cases," said Spokane
attorney John Allison, who represented the claimants along with attorneys

Every week Michael Pfau and Timothy Kosnoff of Seattle.
BZ?‘ Pictures of the The allegations involve Fr. John Morse and Br. James Gates and were initially

brought forward during the Spokane Diocese bankruptcy proceedings in 2006.
While he denies the allegations and may yet seek reinstatement through an appeal
to the Province Review Board, Morse was removed from active ministry when
the Province was first notified, in accordance with Province policies. Morse
currently lives in Spokane, under a safety plan reviewed and approved by
Praesidium Corporation. Gates lives, similarly, in a facility in Michigan, where
he is also under a safety plan.

Today's settlement recognizes the claimants' allegations, provides them with
financial compensation, and supports a social service cause that serves the entire
community, according to Allison.
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NEWS HEADLINES
* $4.8 million settles abuse complaint against former Omak Jesuits
« Update: Curlew fire sends two women to hospital
 Explosion destroys Curlew home
« Drug raid in Malott results in five arrests
« Supporters of presidential candidate Ron Paul to meet in Omak
« WDFW reminds hunters to submit reports on deer, elk, bear and turkey
« Oroville man arrested for New Year's Eve shooting incident
« WVCO offering Spanish classes for customer service, travel
« Everett man dies in Mazama after shed collapses
« Patterson Lake opens to fishing today, Jan. 1

cams » Red Cross holding blood drives in Oroville, Tonasket
Eastern Washington  « Bird count set for Jan. 5 for Okanogan, Omak
weather

« County wants drivers to keep safe this winter
« Department of health warns of possible parrot fever
« State to open Patterson Lake Jan. 1 for fishing

Malo/Curlew News
National Weather

gecrmEOmak- « Fire destroys Omak housg Wedr_lesday_ evening )
Okanogan Shuttle * WSP to enforce new "texting while driving" law starting Jan. 1
Schedule « Insurance investigation clears ambulance drivers

Pollen Count » Okanogan PUD comes to aid of flooded towns

National Forestrec  * Courthouse to be closed Christmas, New Year's Day

reports * Republic school board adopts mission statement
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« Accident north of Omak sends five to hospital
» Republic man injured in four-vehicle accident near Kettle Falls
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Get all your Okanogan County news and sports coverage
delivered to you for only 48 cents a week.

Legal Considerations

The Chronicle respects your right to privacy. Please read our privacy policy for details
concerning our use of customer information.

All contents copyright © 1999-2008, The Chronicle, Inc., Omak, WA 98841, a division of
Eagle Newspapers, Inc., unless otherwise noted. All rights reserved. This material may
not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.

http://www.omakchronicle.com/nws/n080104d.shtml
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